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The principle of justification means that ‘no practice involving exposures to radiation should be adopted unless it produces sufficient benefit to the exposed individuals or to society to offset the radiation detriment it causes’ (Defra, 2004). 
This process is of fundamental importance in the consideration of whether the UK should proceed to build a new fleet of nuclear reactors. It follows that justification should be exposed to the widest possible review. That is why we are calling for an Independent Inquiry.

A fuller Inquiry is necessary to inspire public confidence in the process, and public trust in the governance of nuclear risk. 
A very large and broad range of high-level academics, individuals, groups and organisations, including Members of Parliament have contacted us to support this considered call for an Independent Inquiry on the Regulatory Justification of the New Nuclear Power in the UK.
It is remarkable that such a broad and diverse range of people working in environmental protection should speak with one voice about this key issue.
This is because people are concerned at the form and function of the Justification process to date. The Justifying Authority’s responses to the first consultation on Justification have been limited and partial. Many key points made have not been addressed or answered by the Justifying Authority. 
There is very limited scope for review - Parliamentary scrutiny Justification of new nuclear reactors will not be subject to Parliamentary scrutiny until after any decision has been made. Because of this and other reasons, we consider that the present Justification process is flawed in the following respects:
· There are significant data gaps in the Nuclear Industry Association (NIA) Application which have not been remedied. In this context, there is insufficient information upon which to base an assessment concerning whether the benefits of new nuclear build outweigh the potential detriments to exposed individuals or society in the UK.

· The interrogation of the NIA Application by the Justifying Authority has not been challenging, seeking, or sufficient. 

· The Justification process is going ahead before new-design AP 1000 and EPR reactors have been approved by UK regulators. 
· There are significant data gaps in documents associated with the current Justification Consultation process. 
· The research programmes on the viability of geological disposal required by the first Committee on Radioactive Waste management (CoWRM) have not been undertaken.
Whether you are for, against, or haven't made your mind up about new nuclear reactors on the UK - this critical decision must be dealt with openly, fairly and in an involving way to produce a better result for everyone by generating greater trust in the eventual outcome. 

